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June  3rd,  1937. 

The  Worshipful  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Gravesend, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  my  26th  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  of  the  Borough,  this  being  for  the  year  1936. 

In  preparing  the  Report  I have  adopted  the  same  procedure 
as  in  previous  years.  At  the  end  of  the  written  matter  tables  will 
be  found  giving  in  detail  the  number  of  births,  deaths,  etc.,  that 
have  been  reported  during  the  year. 

I again  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  Miss  Hammond,  The 
Chief  Constable,  Mr.  Smith  and  Dr.  Nicol  for  their  various  reports 
sent  to  me  which  are  so  useful  in  compiling  a Public  Health  Report. 
I should  also  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  (Alderman 
Axcell)  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  sympathetic 
consideration  of  the  various  reports  submitted  to  them  during  the 
year.  In  conclusion,  I also  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  loyal 
support  and  co-operation  of  the  whole  of  my  Staff. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  D.  OUTRED. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Annual  Report. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1936. 


Population  : Census  1921,  31,137  ; 1931,  35,400. 

Estimated  to  Mid  year  1936 — By  Registrar  General,  39,340. 


Area  of  the  Borough  in  acres  (land  and 
inland  water) 

Density  of  Population,  persons  per  acre 
Marriages,  No.  378,  Marriage  Rate  per  1,000 
population 

Births,  No.  617  (net),  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
Deaths,  No.  440  (net),  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Infantile  Death  Rate  (deaths  under  1 year) 
No.  23,  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Death  Rate  from  : 

Tuberculosis,  (all  forms)  per  1,000  Popu- 
lation 

Cancer  per  1,000  population 
Heart  Disease  (including  Aneurysm  and 
other  circulatory  diseases)  per  1,000 
population  ... 

Violence  (including  suicide)  per  1,000 
population  ... 

Respiratory  Diseases  (including  Pneu- 
monia) per  1,000  population 
Infantile  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  per 
1,000  population 

Puerperal  Sepsis,  per  1000  Births,  Deaths 
No.  1 

Other  Puerperal  Causes,  per  1,000  Births 
Deaths  No.  1 


1934 

1935 

1,260 

4,619 

27.6 

8.2 

9.6 

8.96 

15.6 

15.4 

10.4 

10.0 

40.4 

45.9 

.74 

.55 

1.4 

1.67 

2.3 

2.72 

.6 

.49 

1.3 

1.2 

7.3 

1.7 

3.4 

5.1 


1936 


4,619 

8.5 

9.6 
15.68 
11.18 

37.2 


.55 

1.70 


2.05 

.50 

1.0 

8.1 

1.62 

1.62 


THE  AREA  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 


Land. 

Inland 

Tidal 

Foreshore. 

Total 

Water.  Water. 

Acres. 

Gravesend 

700 

0 

70 

7 

777 

Milton 

859 

6 

152 

27 

1054 

Denton  & Chalk 

. . . 2429 

12 

337 

10 

2788 

Total 

...  3998 

18 

559 

44 

4619 
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POPULATION  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 


Census  : 1901  ...  27,190 
1921  ...  31,137 


1911 

1931 


28,115 

35,400 


The  extension  of  the  Borough  Boundary  became  effective  as- 
from  April  1st,  1935,  and  includes  the  Parishes  of  Denton,  Chalk 
and  part  of  the  Parishes  of  Northfleet,  Cobham  and  Ifield. 

The  estimated  population  to  mid  year  1936  by  the  Registrar 
General,  including  the  added  areas,  is  given  as  39,340  and  the  birth, 
death  and  other  rates  have  been  calculated  on  this  figure. 

The  probability  is  that  the  next  census  will  reveal  a substantial 
increase  in  the  population  as  there  are  approximately  1,200  houses 
newly  erected  and  occupied  in  the  added  areas  by  private  enterprise 
during  the  past  18  months. 


RATEABLE  AND  ASSESSABLE  VALUE. 

Gross  Value  (1st  October,  1936)  ...  ...  ...  £385,175- 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £324,361 

Yield  of  Id.  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £1, 258- 

Rates  (to  31st  March,  1937)— 11/8  in  the  £. 


PUBLIC  HIGHWAYS. 

Public  Roads  measure  45.07  miles. 

County  Roads  (included)  10.33  miles. 


MARRIAGES. 

The  number  of  marriages  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the- 
year  was  378.  239  were  solemnised  in  Churches  or  Chapels  and 

139  in  the  Register  Office. 

This  gives  a marriage  rate  of  9.6  per  1,000  population  as 
compared  with  8.96  the  previous  year. 

The  number  and  rate  for  the  last  five  years  was  as  follows : 

1932  1933  1934  1935  1936 

Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  7.9  8.8  9.60  8.96  9.6 

Number  of  Marriages  ...  283  310  337  342  378 

BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  live  births  registered  of  residents  in  the- 
District  was  617,  (296  Males,  321  Females)  giving  a Birth  Rate  of 
15.68  per  1,000  of  the  present  estimated  population.  Of  this 
number  28  were  registered  as  illegitimate.  Twenty-six  Still  births 
were  also  registered,  118  Births  were  transferred  to  other  Districts 
and  35  were  transferred  “ in.” 

The  notified  births,  including  Still  Births,  numbered  739  and 
these  were  attended  by  General  Practitioners  in  371  instances  and 
by  Midwives  368. 

41  Live  and  Still  births  were  not  notified. 
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^The  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  showing  a natural  increase  of 
po-^Pation  for  the  year  1936  was  277. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  past  10  years  is  shown  here  under  for 
comparison. 

1927  1928  1929  1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  1936 

19.0  18.3  18.8  19.7  18.6  16.8  16.7  15.6  15.4  15.6 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

Of  the  total  births  registered  (617)  28  were  illegitimate,  16 
males  and  12  females,  giving  a rate  of  4.05.  Two  deaths  of  illegiti- 
mate infants  were  registered  under  one  year  of  age.  A certificate  of 
registration  was  issued  in  respect  of  one  illegitimate  still  birth. 


The  rate  per  cent  and  number  of  illegitimate  births  for  the  past 
10  vears  is  as  follows  : 

w/ 


1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1938 

12 

19 

24 

15 

28 

17 

21 

23 

17 

28 

1.9 

3.2 

3.7 

2.1 

4.2 

2.8 

3.5 

4.2 

2.8 

4.05 

DEATHS. 

Four  hundred  and  forty  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year, 
(227  males  and  213  females)  giving  a Death  Rate  of  11.18  per  1,000 
population  ; or  a comparative  figure  of  11.16  with  other  “ Smaller 
Towns  ” of  England  and  Wales. 

Sixty-six  deaths  of  Residents  were  transferred  “ In  ” and  65 
deaths  of  Non-residents  were  transferred  “ Out.” 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  registered  as  follows  : — 
Cancer,  67  ; Heart  Disease,  64  ; Senility,  58  ; Other  Defined  causes, 
54  ; Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  34  ; Pneumonia,  23  ; Suicide  and  Other 
Violence,  20  ; Bronchitis,  18  ; All  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  22  ; Other 
Circulatory  Diseases,  17  ; Nephritis,  14  ; Congenital  Diseases,  11. 

249  deaths  occurred  at  the  age  of  65  or  over,  or  57  per  cent  of 
the  total  deaths. 

The  age  periods  at  deaths  of  those  over  65  years  were  as  follows  : 


65  yrs. 

70  and 

75  and 

80  and 

85  and 

90  and 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

70  yrs. 

75  yrs. 

80  yrs. 

85  yrs. 

90  yrs- 

95  yrs. 

Sex 

M F 

M F 

M 

F 

M F 

M 

F 

M ’ F 

30  18 

39  28 

26 

31 

20  23 

12 

14 

8 

Total 

48 

67 

57 

43 

26 

8 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Twenty-three  deaths  were  registered  of  infants  under  one  year 
of  age,  13  males  and  10  females.  This  gives  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate 
of  37.2  per  1,000  births,  compared  with  27  deaths  and  a Rate  of 
45.9  for  the  year  1935. 

This  compared  favourably  with  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales 
and  the  143  “ Smaller  Towns  ” which  is  59,  and  55  per  1,000  births, 
respectively. 
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The  number  and  rates  for  the  last  10  years  are  given  hereu  Mr. 


Year 

No. 

Rate 


1927  1928  1929  1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  1930 

35  30  27  27  22  41  34  33  27  23 

56.0  47.7  41.7  39  33.0  67.8  57.7  60.4  45.9  37.2* 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were  certified  as  follows 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  5 ; Premature  Birth,  3 ; Atelactasis,  3 ; 
Pneumonia,  3 ; Marasmus  and  Debility,  2 ; Congenital  Malforma- 
tions, 2 ; Bronchitis,  2. 

Two  of  the  infant  deaths  were  registered  as  illegitimate. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


One  hundred  and  nine  persons  were  certified  as  suffering  from 
notifiable  infectious  diseases,  the  lowest  number  recorded  in  one 
year  since  1909,  when  the  total  was  85. 

The  cases  notified  were  Scarlet  Fever,  32  ; Diphtheria,  2 ; 
Pneumonia,  18  ; Erysipelas,  8 ; Encephalitis  Lethargica,  2 ; Puer- 
peral Fever,  1 ; Tuberculosis  (Respiratory),  33  ; Other  Forms  of 
Tuberculosis,  8 ; Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  5. 

Forty  persons  were  removed  to  hospitals  for  isolation  and 
treatment. 

Only  two  deaths  of  residents  were  registered,  namely  from 
Erysipelas.  It  will  be  noted  that  two  deaths  are  recorded,  one  from 
Typhoid  Fever  and  one  from  Diphtheria  but  in  both  these  cases 
they  were  non-residents  brought  into  the  Borough  from  aboard 
ship.  The  Registrar  General,  did  not  transfer  these  registrations, 
to  their  home  district  one  case  being  a foreign  seaman. 

The  Act  of  1899  made  the  notification  of  infectious  diseases 
compulsory  in  the  district  of  every  Focal  Authority  and  Port 
Sanitary  Authority  throughout  England  and  Wales. 

The  diseases  scheduled  under  this  act  include  Small  Pox, 
Cholera,  Diphtheria,  and  Membraneous  Croup,  Erysipelas,  Scarlet, 
Typhus,  Enteric,  Continued,  Relapsing  and  Puerperal  Fevers. 
Since  that  Act  the  following  further  diseases  have  been  made 
compulsorily  notifiable  : Plague  (1900)  Tuberculosis,  all  forms  (1913) 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  and  Acute  Poliomyelitis  (1912),  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  (1914),  Malaria  and  Dysentery,  Acute  Primary  Pneu- 
monia and  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  (1927). 
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veaJ^^v 


he  number  of  cases 
as  as  follows  : — 


notified  in  each  year  during  the  past  ten 


1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

Diphtheria 

...  108 

154 

41 

19 

9 

Small  Pox 

2 

7 

4 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

...  138 

70 

67 

108 

51 

Erysipelas 

7 

5 

17 

16 

3 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

. . . 40 

3 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

4 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Polyomyelitis  ... 

9 

• • • — J 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

5 

2 

9 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 

...  34 

32 

39 

38 

30 

Tuberculosis  Other  Forms 

4 

18 

15 

15 

10 

Pneumonia 

...  3 

6 

27 

9 

18 

Dysentery 

Chicken  Pox 

...  170 

1 

Total 

518 

295 

218 

215 

125 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

Diphtheria 

...  25 

84 

60 

24 

2 

Small  Pox 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

...  52 

88 

114 

68 

32 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

...  10 

8 

12 

7 

8 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

3 

6 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ... 

4 

1 

2 

Polyomyelitis  ... 

1 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

4 

1 

1 

5 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 

...  33 

37 

21 

22 

33 

Tuberculosis  Other  Forms 

5 

5 

14 

4 

8 

Pneumonia 

...  14 

13 

14 

12 

18 

Total 

139 

249 

242 

146 

109 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Thirty- two  persons  were  notified  as  suffering  from  this  disease, 
12  males  and  20  females,  an  attack  rate  of  .81  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

This  compares  with  68  cases  notified  for  the  year  1935,  and 
is  the  lowest  number  in  any  year  since  1925. 
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19  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  no  dAhs 
were  recorded.  “ 


The  age  periods  affected  were  as  follows  : — 


1 and 

5 and 

15  and 

25  and 

under 

under 

under 

under 

5 yrs. 

15  yrs. 

25  yrs. 

45  yrs. 

Sex 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

2 4 

8 13 

2 2 

1 

Total 

6 

21 

4 

1 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Only  two  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  throughout  the  year 
which  compares  with  24  for  the  year  1935.  The  attack  rate  is  there- 
fore .05  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

This  is  the  lowest  number  so  far  recorded  in  any  one  year. 
Both  these  cases,  one  male  and  one  female  were  of  the  school  age 
period.  They  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  treat- 
ment and  isolation  and  completely  recovered. 

It  will  be  noted  that  one  death  is  recorded  in  the  Registrar 
General’s  return  which  occurred  in  the  Port  of  London  Hospital. 
This  was  a person  brought  into  the  Borough  from  a ship  and  was 
non-resident. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  present  staff  at  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital  consists  of 
a Matron,  2 Staff  Nurses  and  four  probationer  Nurses,  an  Engineer 

(whose  duties  include  attention  to  the  boilers,  disinfecting  plant  and 
assisting  in  the  garden),  and  a Gardener. 

Thirty-eight  persons  were  admitted  to  the  Hospital  for  isolation 
as  follows  : — Scarlet  Fever,  19  ; Diphtheria,  2 ; Erysipelas,  2 ; 
Pneumonia,  2 ; Tuberculosis,  1 ; Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis,  1 ; 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  1 ; Suspected  Diphtheria,  4 ; Suspected 
Scarlet  Fever,  2 ; Observation,  4. 

One  death  occurred  of  a patient  admitted  as  Puerperal  Fever 
but  which  proved  to  be  acute  general  tuberculosis. 

An  agreement  has  been  entered  into  between  the  Strood  Rural 
District  Council  and  the  Gravesend  Council  for  infectious  cases  to 
be  admitted  to  either  hospital,  in  the  case  of  emergency  or  other 
necessity,  at  an  inclusive  charge  of  10s.  per  day.  An  exception  is 
made  in  the  admission  of  small  pox  cases  for  which  an  agreed  charge 
will  be  at  the  rate  of  15s.  per  day,  provided  there  is  no  accommoda- 
tion in  the  L.C.C.  Hospital. 

This  agreement  also  provides  for  the  use  of  the  Steam  Disin- 
fector by  one  authority  or  the  other  in  case  of  necessity. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

®The  number  of  Primary  notifications  of  persons  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  during  the  year  was  41  ; 33  Pulmonary  and  8 Non- 
pulmonary  (Other  Forms). 

Ten  persons  were  removed  to  Sanatoria  suffering  from 
Pulmonary  and  4 from  Other  Forms. 

Six  notifications  of  transfer  were  received  of  persons  suffering 
from  this  disease  having  come  to  reside  within  the  Borough.  Ten 
persons  were  notified  to  other  authorities  upon  leaving  the  Town. 

The  following  table  shows  the  sex  and  age  periods  affecting 
the  cases  notified  : — 


1 to 

5 to 

15  to 

25  to 

45  to 

65  and 

Total 

5 

15 

25 

45 

65 

over 

at  all 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

ages 

m f 

m f 

m f 

m f 

m f 

m f 

Pulmonary 

2 4 

8 8 

8 2 

1 

6 

1G 

10 

1 

33 

Other  Forms 

1 

2 

1 

2 

• 2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

8 

Totals 

1 

2 

7 

18 

12 

1 

41 

The  following  gives  the  source  from  which  notifications  were 
received  : — 


Tuberculosis  Officer  ...  ...  16 

General  Practitioners  ...  ...  13 

General  Hospitals  ...  ...  6 

Public  Assistance  M.O’s.  ...  ...  4 

Sanatoria  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

The  total  number  of  cases  residing  within  the  Borough  at  the 
end  of  the  year  1936,  as  shown  by  the  Register  was  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Pulmonary 

72 

47 

119 

“ Other  Forms  ” 

27 

23 

50 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis : 

99 

70 

169 

Twenty-two  deaths  were  registered  from  Tuberculosis,  17 
Pulmonary  and  5 “ Other  Forms,”  showing  a mortality  rate  of  .55 
per  1,000.  18  were  males  and  4 females. 
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The  age  periods  affected  were  as  follows  : 


1 and  5 and 
under  under 
2 years  15  years 


Sex  m f m 

Pulmonary  1 1 

1 

" Other  Forms  ” 1 


f 

1 


15  and 
under 
25  years 

m f 

2 1 

3 

1 1 

2 


25  and 
under 
45  years 

m f 
6 

6 

1 

1 


45  and 
under 
65  years 

m f 
4 

4 

1 

1 


m 

6d  yrs. 
and 
over 

m f 

1 

1 


Gravesend  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  : 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Martin  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  in  charge 
of  the  Gravesend  Dispensary  for  the  following  particulars  concerning 
the  attendance  of  patients  during  the  year.  It  should  be  noted 
that  the  figures  given  include  patients  from  outside  the  Borough  of 
Gravesend. 


NEW  CASES. 

One  hundred  and  seventeen  persons  attended  for  examination 
and  were  diagnosed  as  follows  : — 


ADULTS  CHILDREN 


Pulmonary 

Male 

...  22 

Female 

19 

Male 

1 

Female 

3 

Non- Pulmonary  ... 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Negative  ... 

...  28 

16 

10 

12 

The  total  attendance  made  by  patients  numbered  847  and  79 
patients  received  a course  of  treatment  at  sanatoria  for  varying 
periods. 


CANCER. 

An  increase  is  shown  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer 
which  was  67  as  against  64  for  the  year  1935. 

This  number  gives  a Cancer  Rate  of  1.70  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  Again  as  in  previous  years,  the  females  exceeded 
the  males  and  disease  affected  the  female  sex  at  earlier  ages. 

For  the  past  ten  years  the  number  and  corresponding  rates 
were  as  follows  : — 


No.  of 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

•cases 

...  46 

52 

64 

49 

52 

51 

60 

49 

64 

67 

Rate 

...  1.3 

1.5 

1.8 

1.4 

1.4 

1.4 

1.7 

1.4 

1.6 

1.70 
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The  following  table  gives  the  organs  affected,  Sex  and  the  age 
at  death  : — 


Organ 

affected 

Males 

ages  at  death 

Females 
ages  at  death 

Total 

Generative 

49,  62,  65,  67,  68, 

33,  42,  48,  52,  55, 

Organs 

71,  72,  73 

56,  58,  64,  68,  73, 

73,  73,  74,  74,  74, 

77,  79 

25 

Digestive  Organs 

61,  63,  69,  69,  74, 

51,  58,  71,  74,  75 

rr  P7 
/ / 

11 

Breast  ... 

42,  45,  54,  59,  66, 

68 

6 

Stomach 

49,  68,  69,  72,  73, 

57,  67,  69,  71 

78,  85 

11 

Liver 

54,  66 

52,  73 

4 

Aesophagus 

58,  64,  67 

3 

Bladder  ... 

62,  63 

2 

Ear 

84 

1 

Scull 

55 

1 

Jaw  

66 

1 

Lung 

46 

1 

Thigh 

57 

1 

Total 

Males  31 

Females  36 

67 

BACTERIOLOGICAL. 

The  facilities  of  the  County  Laboratory  are  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  General  Practitioners,  the  Institutions  and  the  Public 
Health  Services  for  the  examination  of  material  sent  for  determining 
the  presence  of  disease. 

During  the  year  extensive  use  has  been  made  of  these  services 
which  are  entirely  free  of  charge  and  the  following  table  shows 
the  results  obtained  from  the  specimens  dispatched. 


Specimens  for 
Disease 
Suspected 

By  General 
Practitioners 

Pos.  Neg.  Total 

By  the  Public  Health 
Services 

Pos.  Neg.  Total 

Diphtheria 

12 

70 

82 

13 

76 

89 

Typhoid  

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

26 

100 

126 

2 

5 

7 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

9 

Ring  Worm 

— 

— 

— 

10 

15 

25 

Totals 

38 

175 

208 

25 

105 

130 
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VACCINATION. 

I am  indebted  to  Miss  K.  E.  M.  Hammond,  the  Vaccina^ 'n 
Officer  for  the  following  particulars  concerning  the  vaccination 
of  infants  in  the  Borough  under  the  Vaccination  Act  1867-1896. 

The  number  of  successful  vaccinations  was  394  ; the  number  of 
declarations  of  objection  254  ; and  the  certificates  submitted  for 
postponement  16. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  is  still  a marked  objection  to 
this  simple  but  very  effective  operation  of  protection  against  small 
pox  and  it  is  also  regrettable  that  the  public  are  able  to  obtain  so 
easily  the  signature  of  some  person  holding  a public  position  to 
substantiate  these  declarations  of  objection. 

The  freedom  of  the  Borough  and  of  this  Country  from  small  pox 
during  the  last  few  years  is  not  only  due  to  the  compulsory  vaccina- 
tion in  England  but  to  the  effective  measures  which  are  taken  in 
foreign  parts  which  are  rigorously  enforced.  Also,  it  is  undoubtedly 
due  to  vaccination  being  insisted  upon  by  the  majority  of  shipping 
companies  before  signing  on  crews. 

Every  year  a considerable  number  of  contacts  with  small  pox 
are  reported,  mostly  associated  with  cases  on  ships  from  the  East, 
for  supervision  until  the  expiry  of  the  incubation  period. 

I would  emphasize  once  again  the  great  risk  the  residents  of  this 
Borough  run  in  the  association  of  persons  connected  with  ships 
trading  with  foreign  ports.  This  should  be  an  incentive  to  all 
parents  to  have  their  children  protected  against  this  terrible  disease 
.and  not  postpone  vaccination  until  small  pox  is  in  our  midst. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  number  of  births  notified  during  the  year  was  739  of  which 
number  28  were  notified  as  still  births. 

The  notifications  indicated  that  368  confinements  were  attended 
by  Doctors  and  371  were  attended  by  Midwives  only.  There  were 
39  births  of  infants  that  were  not  notified,  and  2 still  births.  The 
number  of  transfers  out,  numbered  118  and  those  transferred  in,  35. 

The  Health  Visitors  in  their  reports  on  the  visitation  of  homes 
give  the  following  figures  relating  to  their  respective  districts. 


Gravesend  (Nurse  Ballard) — 

1st  visits  to  infants  under  1 year  of  age  ...  ...  219 

Subsequent  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  837 

Visits  to  infants  over  1 and  under  5 ...  ...  1953 

1st  visits  to  Expectant  mothers  ...  ...  ...  71 

Subsequent  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  284 

Number  of  persons  having  charge  of  Foster 

Children  at  the  end  of  the  year  2 

Number  of  Foster  Children  on  the  Register  ...  3 

Total  visits  paid  to  Foster  Children...  ...  ...  19 

Investigations  into  cases  of  difficult  maternity  ...  8 

Investigations  concerning  Maternal  deaths  ...  2 
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.Milton  (Nurse  Cross) 


1st  visits  to  infants  under  1 year  of  age 
Subsequent  visits 

Visits  to  infants  over  1 year  and  under  5 ... 

1st  visits  to  expectant  mothers 
Subsequent  visits 

Number  of  persons  having  charge  of  Foster 
Children  at  the  end  of  the  year 
Number  of  Foster  Children  on  the  Register 
Total  visits  paid  to  Foster  Children 
Investigations  concerning  Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Investigations  concerning  difficult  maternity 


28H 

1291 

3224 

105 

234 


7 

28 

O' 

Jmmt 
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Denton  and  Chalk  (Nurse  Dixon)  (Part  time  school  nurse) — - 


1st  visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  42 

Subsequent  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

1st  visits  to  infants  under  1 year  of  age  ...  ...  155 

Subsequent  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  789 

Total  visits  to  infants  between  1 and  5 years  ...  1629 

Investigation  concerning  Ophthalmia  neonatorum  1 

Number  of  persons  having  charge  of  Foster 

Children  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Foster  Children  on  the  Register  ...  1 

Visits  in  connection  with  prosecution  under  the 

Children  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


There  are  three  Welfare  Centres  in  the  Borough  serving  Denton 
and  Chalk,  Kings  Farm  Estate  and  Central  Gravesend  (Windmill 
Street).  These  Centres  are  open  for  the  benefit  of  ante-natal  and 
nursing  mothers  and  their  infants  up  to  5 years  of  age  on  the 
following  afternoons  : — Windmill  Street  Centre  on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  (and  also  on  Fridays  for  the  sale  of  foods,  etc.,  only)  ; 
Jellicoe  Avenue  Centre  on  Tuesdays  and  the  Denton  Centre  (held 
temporarily  at  the  Gordon  Mission)  on  Wednesdays. 


The  attendances  at  all  three  Centres  for  the  year  are  included 
in  the  figures  given  beknv  : — 

Total  attendances  of  children  under  1 year  of  age  3089 
Total  attendances  of  children  between  the  ages  of  1 

and  5 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3757 

Attendances  of  children  for  the  first  time  who  were 

under  1 year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  395 

Attendances  of  children  for  the  first  time  who  were 

between  the  age  of  1 and  5 years  ...  ...  153 

Attendances  of  Post  Natal  Mothers  ...  ...  321 
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The  following  ailments  were  met  with  at  the  Welfare  C^ures 
during  the  year  : — 


Debility  ... 

• • * 

72 

Feeding  Conditions 

...  182 

External  Eye  Complaints 

4 

Circumcision 

...  36 

Bronchial  Catarrh 

38 

Teething  Conditions 

...  73 

Impetigo  and  Skin 

27 

Tonsils  Enlarged  ... 

...  2 

Nasal  Catarrh 

14 

Rickets 

...  9 

Constipation 

24 

Umbilical  Hernia 

...  32 

Diarrhoea,  etc. 

16 

Swollen  Glands  ... 

...  7 

W asting  ... 

6 

Worms 

...  5 

Colds 

11 

Dental  Extractions 

...  8 

Mumps 

4 

Whooping  Cough... 

...  6 

Ear  Diseases 

4 

Rash 

...  17 

Naevis 

2 

Varicose  Veins 

...  3 

Mastoid 

2 

Miscellaneous 

...  104 

Complications  of  Maternity : 

During  the  year  16  persons  were  admitted  to  the  Gravesend 
and  North  Kent  Hospital  under  the  scheme  for  the  treatment  of 
Difficult  Maternity  cases.  These  cases  are  admitted  in  cases  of 
emergency  and,  by  agreement  with  the  Hospital,  the  Town  Council 
accepts  the  responsibility  for  payment. 

Distribution  of  Free  Milk  : 

Three  hundred  and  forty  individual  mothers  or  infants  were 
approved,  after  investigation,  and  granted  free  milk  under  the 
provision  of  the  M.  and  C.W.  Order  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
respect  of  Ante  and  nursing  mothers  and  infants. 

The  quantity  of  milk  so  distributed  free  amounted  to  10,523 
pounds  of  dried  milk  and  331  gallons  of  fresh  milk. 

In  addition,  medical  foods  and  other  preparations  were 
distributed  free  to  necessitous  cases,  particulars  of  which  are  as 
follows  : — 

Malt  and  Oil,  311  ; Honicose  and  Malt,  114 ; Virol,  198  ; 
Ovaltine,  15  ; Marmite,  25. 

Maternity  Fees  : 

Maternity  fees  were  granted  to  Midwives  in  13  instances  where 
the  men  were  not  qualified  to  obtain  the  National  Health  Benefit 
through  unemployment.  This  provision  is  made  under  the  Child 
Welfare  scheme  to  indemnify  a midwife  if  her  fee,  owing  to  poverty 
or  some  such  reason,  is  not  forthcoming. 
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L^es  Voluntary  Committee  : 

'^^The  Members  of  this  Committee  continue  to  render  the  most 
valuable  assistance  to  the  Council  and  the  mothers  of  the  Town  in 
administering  the  sales  of  dried  milks  and  various  medical  prepara- 
tions at  cost  price.  This  service  is  most  ably  carried  out  by  the 
various  Ladies  who  attend  on  the  afternoons  the  Centres  are  open 
for  this  purpose  and  to  whom  great  credit  is  due  for  their  organisation. 
The  amounts  of  the  foods,  etc.,  sold  at  cost  price  at  the  three  Centres 


during  the  year  was  as  follows  : 

Cow  and  Gate  3,012  lbs.  Marmite  985  lbs. 

Trufood  3,300  lbs.  Robolein  77  lbs. 

Virol  758 1 lbs.  Maltoline  262  tins 

Virolax  78  tins  Ostermilk  109  lbs. 

Lactogal  41  tins  Lactogen  592  lbs. 

Patent  Groats  126  tins  Humanised  Trufood  414  lbs. 

Ovaltine  2,251  tins  Almata  2 lbs. 

Malt  and  Oil  744  lbs. 


This  represents  a cash  turnover  of  £979  16s.  Od. 

NURSING  HOMES  REGISTRATION  ACT,  1927. 

One  application  was  received  for  registration  as  a Nursing  Home 
during  the  year  but  the  application  was  not  granted  on  account  of 
the  accommodation  for  staff  and  patients  not  being  considered 
adequate. 

There  are  four  Registered  Homes  in  the  Borough  and  two 
Institutions  which  are  exempt  from  the  requirements  of  the  Act  as 
regards  registration. 

Periodical  visits  were  made  to  these  registered  homes  and  on 
inspection  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  properly  conducted. 

CHILDREN  ACT,  1908,  PART  1. 

This  Act  as  amended  by  Part  V.  of  the  Children  and  Young 
Persons  Act  1923  requires  any  person  who  proposes  to  receive  for 
reward  an  infant  under  the  age  of  9 years  to  give  notice  in  writing 
and  obtain  registration  as  a Foster  Mother  7 days  beforehand. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  his  Staff  of  Health  Visitors 
are  the  appointed  Protection  Officers  for  the  administration  of  this 
Act.  Periodical  visits  are  made  to  the  homes  to  see  that  the  children 
are  properly  cared  for  and  the  environment  is  satisfactory. 

Ten  persons  were  on  the  Register  as  Foster  Parents  having  the 
care  of  eleven  children.  Fifty-four  visits  were  made  during  the  year 
in  connection  with  the  supervision  of  these  children. 

Proceedings  were  taken  in  one  instance  against  a person  under 
Section  65  of  the  Amended  Act  for  failure  to  give  notice  to  the 
Local  Authority  of  a child  removed  from  her  care  to  another  area. 
A conviction  was  not  recorded. 
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HOUSING. 


(1)  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  1448 


(2) 


Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose 


Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 


5355 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  the 
preceding  heading)  which  were  inspected  and  recor- 
ded under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1 925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  454 


3113 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


893 


(2)  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers 


858 


(3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  14 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  the  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 


14 
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Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  such  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 


(a)  by  owners  14 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu- 
ance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


D.  Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Total  Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  1263 

(5)  Number  of  new  houses  built  during  the  year  : 

(a)  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  by  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  289 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

As  in  past  years  little  comment  can  be  made  on  the  public 
water  supply  apart  from  the  unvarying  high  standard  of  purity. 
In  the  Added  Areas,  (Denton  and  Chalk)  the  supply  is  obtained 
from  the  Higham  and  Hundred  of  Hoo  Water  Company.  The 
purity  of  this  water  and  also  the  supply  from  the  Gravesend  and 
Milton  Water  Company  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  Analyst’s 
reports  which  will  be  found  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Section 
of  this  Report. 


19 


GRAVESEND  AND  NORTH  KENT  HOSPITAL. 


I am  grateful  to  Mr.  C.  E.  Chapman  for  kindly  sending  me  the 
following  particulars  as  to  the  number  of  patients  treated  in  the 
various  departments  during  the  year. 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  new  patients  again  exceeds 
that  for  the  previous  year  and  which  is  set  out  hereunder. — 


In-Patients 
Gynaecological  Clinic 
Ante  Post  Natal  Clinic 
Ear  Nose  and  Throat 
CO2  Clinic 
Orthopaedic  Clinic 
Medical  Out  Patients 
Casualties 
Massage  Clinic 
Ophthalmic  Clinic 
Varicose  Veins  Clinic 
X-Ray 
Dental  Clinic 
Fractures 

Totals 


Minor  Operations  ...  576 


New 

Subsequent 

Patients 

Attendances 

1935 

1936 

1935 

1936 

. . . 2063 

2280 

— 

— 

...  113 

95 

249 

164 

...  253 

237 

1325 

1413 

442 

460 

434 

545 

38 

38 

98 

97 

189 

230 

323 

513 

...  936 

747 

4531 

3579 

...  5157 

5788 

19568 

20423 

...  475 

453 

18739 

14115 

...  442 

572 

1212 

1350 

20 

15 

136 

49 

...  2821 

2895 

— 

— 

...  1522 

1634 

— 

— 

120 

570 

298 

1016 

...  14591 

16014 

46913 

43264 

Major  Operations 

...  1046 

Total  Attendances  ...  57,574 


SWIMMING  BATH. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  F.  Williams,  the  Superintendent  for 
the  following  particulars  concerning  the  attendances  and  general 
management  of  the  Swimming  Bath. 

The  water  is  obtained  from  the  Electric  Works  and  the  flow  is 
such  that  it  enables  the  bath  to  be  emptied  and  filled  in  six  hours. 
The  pool  is  emptied  and  cleansed  three  times  per  week  during  the 
season. 

A Patterson  chlorination  plant  is  in  operation  which  ensures 
the  water  being  maintained  at  the  Standard  required  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  Samples  of  the  water  are  taken  frequently  and  have 
proved  uniformly  satisfactory. 
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Having  regard  to  the  very  unfavourable  weather  during  the 
'^son  1936  the  attendances  were  well  maintained. 


General  Public 

...  12,648 

Elementary  School  Children 

...  10,476 

County  School  Children 

1,842 

Sea  School  Boys 

1,592 

T.S.  Cornwall  Boys 

702 

Other  School  Children  ... 

2,261 

Police 

111 

Military 

79 

Total  29,711 


Plans  have  been  submitted  and  passed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  for  the  construction  of  a new  Swimming  Pool  on  a triangular 
site  approximately  2 acres  in  extent,  situated  in  Ordnance  Road. 

A tender  of  £23,000  has  been  accepted  for  the  contract  and  the 
sanction  of  the  Ministry  is  now  awaited  for  the  borrowing  of  this 
sum. 


The  Pool  will  be  approximately  150  feet  wide  by  75  feet  long, 
having  a capacity  of  372,117  gallons. 

The  accommodation  will  consist  of  140  dressing  boxes  and  800 
lockers  which  will  provide  for  approximately  900  bathers  using 
the  bath  at  one  time. 

There  is  also  included  in  the  scheme  a Children’s  Pool  50  feet 
in  diameter  of  15,620  gallons  capacity. 

The  scheme  embodies  all  the  most  up-to-date  equipment 
including  a Chlorine  and  ammonia  sterilization  plant  capable  of 
treating  12,000  gallons  of  water  per  hour. 

There  will  be  Pre  cleansing  foot  pools,  showers,  conveniences, 
■cafe,  spectator’s  promenades  and  gallery. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  four  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough  which 
are  under  the  supervision  of  the  police. 

During  the  year  31,444  lodgers  have  been  accommodated,  of 
whom  29,975  were  males  and  1,469  females. 

161  males  and  21  females  were  between  the  ages  of  8 and  12 
years,  and  357  males  and  189  females  were  under  8 years  of  age. 

Periodical  inspections  of  the  premises  were  made  and  found  to 
be  clean  and  properly  conducted. 
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INQUESTS. 


Twenty-six  inquests  were  held  during  the  year  by  His  Majesty’s 
Coroner,  G.  E.  Penman,  Esq.  and  the  verdicts  were  returned  as 
follows  : — 

20  Accidental  Death. 

4 Suicide. 

1 No  Verdict. 

1 Food  Poisoning. 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

The  following  Acts  (among  others)  are  in  force  within  the 
Borough  : — 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1890  (Parts  II.,  III.,  IV.,  V.). 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1907  Part  II.,  III.,  (34-38r 
43-51). 

Part  IV.,  (52-60,  62-66). 

Part  V.,  VI.,  VII.,  (79,  81,  85,  86). 

Part  VIII.,  IX.,  X.,  (92,  93,  95). 

Public  Health  Acts,  1925  (Parts  II.,  IIP,  IV.,  V.). 

Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts,  1899  to  1935. 


BYE-LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS, 


30  Aug.,  1893 — Common  Lodging  Houses. 

30  Aug.,  1893— Nuisances. 

25  Sept.,  1893 — Decent  Conduct  : Conveniences. 

13  Oct.,  1893 — Removal  of  Offensive  Matters. 

12  Jan.,  1926 — Fish  Frier. 

14  April,  1926 — Cesspools  in  connection  with  Buildings. 

5 Sept.,  1930 — Slaughter  Houses. 

10  Jan.,  1931 — Deposit  of  Litter. 

15  Sept.,  1932 — Improvement  Area  No.  1. 

15  Sept.,  1932 — Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

4 Oct.,  1933 — Improvement  Area  No.  2. 


29  May, 

1934- 

y y 

y y 

No.  3. 

1 Oct., 

1934- 

y y 

y y 

No.  4. 

1 Oct., 

1934- 

y y 

y y 

No.  5. 

1 Oct., 

1934- 

y y 

y y 

No.  6. 

1 Oct., 

1934- 

-Houses  Let 

in  Lodgings. 

1 Jan., 

1935— 

-Improvement  Area 

No.  7. 

1 Jan., 

1935 

y y 

y y 

No.  8. 

1 Jan., 

1935- 

y y 

y y 

No.  9. 
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GRAVESEND  V.D.  CLINIC. 


I am  indebted  to  Hamish  Nicol,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  the  Surgeon 
in  charge  of  the  Gravesend  Clinic  for  an  abridged  report  of  the 
work  carried  out  during  the  year  under  the  administration  of  the 
County  Council. 

New  Patients  infected  : 


Married  Men  ...  ...  ...  39 

Single  and  Widowers  ...  ...  61 

Contracted  from  prostitutes  ...  62 

,,  ,,  “ amateurs  ” ...  21 

,,  ,,  wives  ...  ...  6 

Deny  Sexual  intercourse  ...  11 

Contracted  in  Gravesend  ...  20 

,,  ,,  Essex  ...  ...  13 

,,  ,,  London  ...  7 

,,  ,,  Elsewhere  in  U.K.  26 

,,  ,,  Abroad  ...  ...  34 


History  of  previous  infection 
(Excluding  relapses) 


34 


Occupation  : 

Seamen 
Motor  Drivers 
Labourers 
Others 


46 

5 

34 

16 
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Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector's 
Department  for  the  Year  1936. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  REVISITS. 


Public  Health  Acts  : 

Dwelling-houses  inspected 
Re-inspections 

Housing  Acts  : 

Dwelling-houses  inspected 
Re-inspections 

Visits  to  Other  Premises  : 

Slaughterhouses 

Butchers’  Shops  (for  inspection  of  meat) 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

Cowsheds 

Provision  Shops 

Greengrocers 

Bakehouses  ... 

Dining  Rooms 
Fishmongers 
Butchers’  Shops 
Ice  Cream  Premises 

Other  Food  Preparing  Premises  

Offensive  Trades — Fish  Frying 

Gut  Scraping  ... 

Smoke  Observations 
Shops  Acts  ... 

Factories 
Workshops  ... 

Workplaces  ... 

Outworkers  ... 

Stables 

Piggeries 

Urinals 

Public  Conveniences 
Schools 

Places  of  Entertainment  ... 

Rats  and  Mice 
Infectious  Disease  ... 

Housing  Act,  1935 — Measurement  of  houses 
Enquiries  re  Houses-let-in-lodgings 
Miscellaneous 


994 

1248 


454 

2659 


1323 

277 

173 

64 

295 

555 

62 

121 

177 

255 

61 

27 

84 

16 

7 

1563 

43 
99 

2 

3 

66 

44 
342 
936 
100 

14 

155 

29 

433 

90 

436 


Total  visits  of  all  kinds 


...  13207 
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NOTICES  SERVED  AND  COMPLIED  WITH. 


Ut.Wr  Public  Health  Acts  (in  respect  of  dwelling  houses)  : 

Written  notices  (informal) 

Verbal  notices  (informal)  ... 

Statutory  notices  ... 

Statutory  notices  (served  subsequent  to  informal 

notices) 

Notice  cancelled  (premises  empty) 

Notices  complied  with 

Under  Housing  Acts  (in  respect  of  dwelling  houses)  : 

Written  notices  (informal) 

Verbal  notices  (informal)  ... 

Statutory  notices  (served  subsequent  to  informal 

notices) 

Notices  cancelled  (premises  empty) 

Notices  complied  with 

Miscellaneous  : 

Written  notices  (informal) 

Verbal  notices  (informal)  ... 

Notices  complied  with 


357 

171 


9 

1 

537 


318 

42 

14 

4 

347 


27 

432 

456 


NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED. 

Animals  in  an  unfit  state 
Ashbins  provided 
Cesspools — Filled  in 

N ew  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Enlarged  or  repaired 

Chimney  stacks — Repaired  or  reconstructed  ... 

New  pots  provided 

Coppers  repaired  or  new  constructed  ... 

Ceilings  repaired  or  whitened  ... 

Dampness  to  premises  remedied 
Drains — Re-laid  or  partly  re-laid 
Repaired 
Cleansed 

External  walls  repaired  ... 

Floors — Repaired  or  re-laid 

Sub-ventilation  provided 
Flushing  cisterns — New  provided 

Repaired 

F ood  Cupboards — Provided 

Ventilated  ... 

Gullies — Additional  provided  ... 

Gratings  provided 
Gutterings  repaired  or  renewed 
Hopper  Heads  provided 

Light  and  ventilation — additional  provided  ... 

Offensive  matter  removed 


1 

395 

8 

0 

1 

43 
6 

44 

500 

37 

29 

2 

8 

116 

83 

5 

23 

1 

26 

51 

12 

3 

61 

1 

91 

15 
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Outhouses  demolished  ... 

Overcrowding  abated 
Paintwork — external 
Paving  re-laid  or  repaired 
Rain  Water  Pipes  repaired  or  new 
Roofs  repaired 
Sinks — N ew  provided 
Staircases — Repaired 

Handrails  &c.  provided  or  repaired 
Stoves  provided  or  repaired 
Urinals — Cleansed 

New  provided  ... 

Ventilating  and  Soil  Pipes — New  provided 

Repaired  ... 
Removed 


Verminous  rooms  cleansed 

Walls  repaired,  papered  or  distempered 

Wash  houses — New  constructed 

Repaired,  etc.  ... 

Waste  Pipes  provided  or  repaired 
Water  Closets — New  constructed 

Repaired 

New  pans  provided 
Pans  cleansed  or  unstopped 
Walls  and  ceilings  cleansed 
Number  dealt  with 
Water  supply  over  sinks 
Water  tanks  removed 
Window  frames,  etc.  repaired  or  renewed 
Other  matters  not  included  in  above  . . . 


3 


94 

47 


116 

39 

79 

116 

65 

7 

1 

6 

4 
6 

226 

502 

5 
29 
17 
19 
96 
41 

1 

39 

102 

26 

1 

293 

131 


HOUSING  ACT,  1935. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  reports  submitted  to  the 
Health  Committee  during  the  past  year  by  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  on  the  results  of  the  overcrowding  survey  which  was 
carried  out  in  the  Borough  in  accordance  with  Section  1 of  the 
Housing  Act,  1935  : — 

Houses  visited  by  Enumerators. 

Vacant  but  not 

Occupied  Vacant  available  for  Total 

re-letting 


Working  class  houses 
owned  by  Corporation. . . 
Other  Working  Class 

1258 

27 

— 

1285 

Houses 

4000 

195 

12 

4207 

All  Working  Class  Houses 

5258 

222 

12 

5492 

Non-working  Class  Houses 

3977 

339 

— 

4316 

Total 

9235 

561 

12 

9808 
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Number  of  Families  occupying  the  9808  Houses  Surveyed. 

Number  of  Families. 

Overcrowded  Uncrowded  Total 


Working  Class  Houses 

owned  by  Corporation 

48 

1213 

1261 

Other  Working  Class 

Houses 

57 

4632 

4689 

All  Working  Class  Houses 

105 

5845 

5950 

Non-working  Class  Houses 

9 

JmJ 

4151 

4153 

Total 

107 

9996 

10103 

Average  number  of  Families  per  House  and  Degree  of  overcrowding 
in  occupied  Houses. 


Average  Families  Percentage  of 
Per  House  Families  Overcrowded 


Working  Class  Houses  owned 


by  Corporation 

1 .002 

3.80 

Other  Working  Class  Houses  ... 

1.17 

1.21 

All  Working  Class  Houses  ... 

1.13 

1.76 

Non-working  Class  Houses 

1.04 

.048 

F or  Whole  Borough  ... 

1.09 

1.059 

The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  uncrowded  families 
living  in  accommodation  of  the  minimum  size  required  by  the  Act, 
and  those  living  in  accommodation  in  excess  of  the  standard. 

Minimum  Size  In  excess  Total 


Working  Class  Houses 

1213 

owned  by  Corporation. . . 

29 

1184 

Other  Working  Class 

Houses 

47 

4585 

4632 

All  Working  Class  Houses 

76 

5769 

5845 

Non-working  Class  Houses 

7 

4144 

4151 

Total 

83 

9913 

9996 
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Analysis  of  Overcrowded  Families  in  Working-Class  Houses : 


No.  of  overcrowded 

No.  of  overcrowded 

No.  of  “ Persons  ” 

families  in  houses 

families  in  other 

in  family 

owned  by 

Working  Class 

Totals 

Corporation 

Houses 

2 

2 

2 

24- 

— 

8 

8 

3 

— 

2 

2 

34 

- — - 

3 

3 

4 

— 

4 

4 

4i 

— 

5 

5 

5 

— 

2 

2 

51 

- — 

6 

6 

6 

<3 

O 

5 

8 

61 

8 

5 

13 

7 

13 

6 

19 

7i 

3 

1 

4 

8 

11 

3 

14 

81 

6 

2 

8 

9 

Li 

2 

4 

10 

1 

— 

1 

104 

1 

1 

2 

48 

57 

105 

Note  : Children  under  10  count 

as  half  a unit. 

Analysis  of  Vacant  Working-Class  Accommodation  : 

No.  of  Rooms 
in  House 

Houses  owned  by 
the  Corporation 

Other  Working 
Class  Houses 

Totals 

2 

_ 

11 

11 

3 

2 

24 

26 

4 

20 

36 

56 

5 

5 

45 

50 

6 

- — 

46 

46 

7 

— 

13 

13 

8 

— 

18 

18 

9 

— 

1 

1 

10 

— 

1 

1 

27 

195 

222 
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ses  for  Review : 

The  following  houses,  if  still  occupied  by  the  same  families, 
are  likely  to  become  overcrowded  within  the  next  two  years  by 
reason  of  children  attaining  adult  age  and  have  been  scheduled  for 
review  one  month  after  the  date  on  which  they  would  become 
•over-crowded. 

Houses  Owned  by  Local  Authority  ...  14 

Other  Working-class  Houses  ...  8 

Total  ...  22 


RE-HOUSING. 


It  is  stated  in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Memorandum  “ B ” 
that  “ there  can  be  estimated  from  the  forms  the  total  number  of 
two-roomed,  three-roomed,  four-roomed,  etc.,  houses  which  would 
be  required  to  re-house  the  families  shown  to  be  over-crowded. 
From  these  totals  are  to  be  deducted  the  number  of  houses  of  the 
same  sizes  which  would  be  left  vacant  by  the  removal  of  the  over- 
crowded families.  The  number  of  vacant  houses  of  the  same  sizes 
which  were  vacant  at  the  time  of  the  survey  should  also  be  deducted. 
The  resulting  estimate  of  need,  adjusted  to  take  account  of  the 
difference  between  the  overcrowding  standard  of  Section  37  of  the 
1930  Act,  would  only  be  approximate,  but  in  most  cases  would  be 
sufficient  to  form  the  basis  of  at  any  rate  the  first  re-housing 
proposals.” 

The  survey  disclosed  the  fact  that  105  families  were  over- 
crowded. 


The  total  number  of  working  class  houses  found  to  be  vacant 
at  the  time  of  survey  was  222  and  there  would  appear  to  be,  therefore, 
sufficient  accommodation  available  without  the  need  for  further 
building. 

Few  of  these  vacant  houses,  however,  can  be  regarded  as  suit- 
able for  re-housing  purposes  as  the  rents  asked  are,  in  the  majority 
■of  cases,  over  15s.  per  week. 


Should  it  be  decided  to  ignore  the  vacant  accommodation 
altogether,  and  deduct  only  those  houses  which  would  be  left 
vacant  by  the  removal  of  over-crowded  families,  the  approximate 
number  required  would  be  47,  as  follows  : — (Adjusted  to  standard  of 

Sec.  37  Housing  Act,  1930). 


18  houses  with  5 rooms. 
25  „ „ 6 „ 

4 7 


27  houses  with  4 bedrooms. 


2 


y y 

y y 


Total  47 


47 


The  type  of  new  houses  and  size  of  the  rooms  would  vary  in 
accordance  with  the  size  of  the  families  to  be  re-housed,  and  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  in  their  Circular  No.  1539,  have  given  some 
indication  of  the  standard  that  would  be  considered  satisfactory. 
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MEASUREMENT  OF  ROOMS.  m 

All  working-class  dwellings  have  been  measured  and  theqper- 
mitted  number  in  relation  to  each  dwelling  has  been  calculated. 
These  permitted  numbers  have,  in  all  cases  where  application  has 
been  made,  been  supplied  to  the  persons  having  control  of  the  houses 
for  insertion  in  the  rent  books  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Act. 


CESSPOOL  AND  PAIL  SYSTEM. 

Cesspool  emptying  is  carried  out  by  means  of  a Dennis  Cesspool 
emptying  machine  with  a capacity  of  1,000  gallons  and  the  sewage 
is  disposed  of  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

During  the  year  1,819  tons  of  sewage  were  removed  from  356 
cesspools  as  against  1,326  tons  from  243  cesspools  the  previous 
year. 

HOUSE  AND  TRADE  REFUSE  REMOVAL  AND  DISPOSAL. 

Six  Shelvoke  & Drewry  freighters  and  Two  Eagle  Thornycroft 
vehicles  are  employed  in  the  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse. 
The  five  7 cubic  yard  S.  & D.  freighters,  which  were  purchased  in 
March  1929,  require  replacement  and  the  question  of  the  purchase  of 
four,  10  cubic  yard  vehicles  to  take  their  place  is  under  consideration. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  and  is 
still  being  tipped  at  the  Gravesend  Co-operative  Society’s  Sports 
Ground  in  Old  Road  East. 

During  the  year  6171  loads  of  refuse  weighing  approximately 
11,017  tons  (including  421  loads  of  trade  refuse  weighing  approxi- 
mately 752  tons)  were  collected  and  tipped. 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparison  with  previous 
years  : — 


Year 

Loads 

Tons 

1931 

4824 

9922 

1932 

4810 

9450 

1933 

4890 

9957 

1934 

5141 

9826 

1935 

5615 

10202 

1936 

6171 

11017 

SALVAGE  FROM  REFUSE. 

Waste  Paper  : 

Waste  paper  and  cardboard  is  collected  in  sacks  provided  by 
the  Corporation  and  then  pressed  into  bales  ready  for  collection  by 
the  Thames  Board  Mills,  Ltd.,  whose  contract  for  the  purchase  of 
the  material  has  been  renewed  for  a further  2 years  from  1st  January, 
1937. 

The  total  weight  of  paper,  etc.,  collected  and  sold  during  the  year 
was  388  tons  2 cwts.  2 qrs.  22  lbs.  as  against  337  tons  12  cwts.  1 qr.. 
6 lbs.  the  previous  year. 
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Bottles  and  Jars  : 

^^ottles  and  jars,  salvaged  from  house  refuse,  are  sold  to  a glass 
bottle  manufacturers  agent,  who  collects  them  periodically.  232 
gross  were  sold  during  the  year  as  against  275  in  the  previous  year. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES  AND  SCHOOLS. 

The  public  conveniences  and  sanitary  arrangements  of  the 
schools  under  the  control  of  the  Education  Committee  have  been 
cleansed  and  flushed  daily  by  the  Health  Department  during  the 
past  year. 

The  conveniences  attached  to  licensed  premises  have  been 
kept  under  supervision  and  342  inspections  were  made.  One 
urinal  was  re-constructed  and  7 were  cleansed  at  the  request  of  this 
Department. 


DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES. 

128  rooms  were  disinfected  and  95  batches  of  bedding  and 
clothing  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  disinfected 
and  returned  or,  in  some  cases,  destroyed. 

14  Library  books  found  on  infected  premises  were  withdrawn 
the  libraries  being  compensated. 

DISINFESTATION. 

226  rooms  were  fumigated  for  eradication  of  vermin. 

DRAIN  TESTING. 

56  sets  of  drains  in  respect  of  29  premises  were  tested  during  the 
year,  of  those  49  were  found  to  be  sound  and  in  order  and  7 or  12.5 
per  cent  were  found  to  be  defective. 

In  cases  where  drains  were  defective  they  were  repaired  or 
relaid,  as  necessary. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  4 cowkeepers  on  the  register  and  64  visits  of  inspection 
were  made  to  the  farms  concerned.  There  are  also  77  milkshops 
and  dairies  and  173  inspections  of  these  were  made. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk  : 

18  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  and  submitted  to  the  County 
Laboratories  for  bacteriological  examination.  It  was  found  neces- 
sary to  communicate  with  four  vendors  in  respect  of  unsatisfactory 
samples  obtained  from  them,  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
presence  of  Bacillus  Coli. 
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5 samples  of  milk  were  also  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli  and  in 
one  case  a positive  result  was  recorded.  This  sample  was  obtained 
from  a farm,  and  the  animals  at  the  farm  in  question  were  subje^M 
to  a veterinary  examination  by  one  of  the  County  Council  VeterinK  y 
Officers  resulting  in  the  removal  of  one  cow  which  was  slaughtered 
under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925. 

Sediment  Tests  : 

12  samples  of  milk  were  examined  for  cleanliness,  and  the 
results  on  the  whole  were  satisfactory. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923  : 

The  following  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  under  the 
above  order  : — 


Certified  Milk  : 


Dealers  licences  to  use  the  designation  “ Certified  Milk  ” 
Dealers  supplementary  licence  to  use  the  designation 
“ Certified  ” 


2: 

1 


Grade  A “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” Milk  : 

Dealers  licences  to  use  the  designation  Grade  A “ T.T.  ”...  2 

Dealers  supplementary  licence  to  use  the  designation  Grade 

A “ T.T.”  - 1 

Dealers  licence  to  bottle  Grade  A “ T.T.”  ...  ...  ...  1 


Grade  “ A ” Milk  : 

Dealers  Licence  to  bottle  Grade  “ A ” Milk...  ...  ...  1 


Pasteurised  Milk  : 

Dealers  licence  to  sell  milk  as  Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dealers  licence  to  pasteurise  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


ICE  CREAM. 

4 samples  of  ice  cream  were  obtained  during  the  year  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  report  on  the 
analyses  showed  Bacillus  Coli  to  be  present  in  each  sample.  On 
the  instructions  of  the  Committee  representation  was  made  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  asking  them  to  consider  fixing  a bacteriological 
standard  for  ice  cream. 


32 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 

w 1 14  samples  were  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration) 
Act,  1928  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  Particulars  of  the 
samples  and  a summary  of  the  result  is  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 


Samples 

Number  of 

Result  of  Analyses 

Formal 

Informal 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

Baking  Powder  ... 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Butter 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Camphorated  Oil 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Candied  Peel 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Castor  Oil 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Cheese 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Cocoa 

— 

3 

3 

— 

Coffee 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Coffee  (French)  ... 

1 

5 

5 

1 

Coffee  & Chicory . . . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Cornflower 



2 

2 



Crystallized  Fruit 

■ — 

2 

2 

Egg  Substitute  ... 

2 

2 

Ground  Almonds... 

— 

2 

i 

1 

Jam 

— 

3 

3 

Jelly  (Table)  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Lard 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Lemonade  Powder 

1 

1 

— 

Lemon  Barley 

1 

1 

— 

Malt  Vinegar 

3 

2 

1 

Margarine 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Milk  

50 

— 

47 

3 

Mince  Meat 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Mustard  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Oatmeal  ... 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Pepper 

1 

1 

— 

Sausages  ... 

3 

3 

— 

Sausage  Meat 

3 

3 

— 

Sponge  Cakes 

— 

3 

3 

— 

Tapioca 

— 

2 

2 

- — - 

Tea 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Tincture  of  Iodine 

— 

2 

2 

— 

72 

42 

107 

7 

Particulars  of  Adulterated  Samples  : 

One  formal  sample  of  French  Coffee  was  reported  to  contain 
only  15  per  cent  Coffee.  On  the  instructions  of  the  Committee  a 
further  sample  was  taken  from  the  same  source.  This  sample  was 
certified  to  contain  10  parts  Coffee  and  90  parts  Chicory.  Proceed- 
ings were  taken  against  the  vendor  and  the  case  was  dismissed. 
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One  informal  sample  of  Ground  Almonds  was  reported  to' 
“ consist  probably  of  ground  kernels  such  as  apricot  and  gr^nd 
pea  nuts.”  When  subsequently  purchasing  a sample  formalh^he 
article  was  declared  to  be  a substitute. 

One  formal  sample  of  malt  vinegar  contained  60  parts  per 
million  sulphur  di-oxide  and  a letter  of  caution  was  sent  to  the 
vendor. 

Three  formal  samples  of  milk  were  certified  to  be  deficient  in 
fat  to  the  extent  of  6 per  cent,  6.6  per  cent,  and  5 per  cent  respec- 
tively. Letters  of  caution  were  sent  to  the  vendors. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Three  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  analysis  during  the 
year,  one  from  the  Gravesend  and  Milton  Water  Company's  supply 
and  two  from  the  Higham  and  Hundred  of  Hoo  Water  Company’s- 
supply. 

The  reports  received  were  as  follows  : — 

Description  or  number  of  sample  The  Higham  and  Hundred  of 

Hoo  Water  Company's  Supply 


No.  1.  No.  2. 


Appearance 

Clear. 

Clear. 

Colour 

Green-Blue. 

Green-Blue. 

Smell 

Normal. 

Normal. 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

21.14 

12.53 

Phosphoric  Acid  in  Phosphates 

None. 

None. 

Nitrogen  in  nitrates 

0.61 

0.53 

Ammonia  ... 

None. 

None. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 

0.0008 

0.0042 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes... 

Trace  only. 

Trace  only.. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours 

0.022 

0.032 

Hardness  before  boiling  (Total) 

23.5 

23.4 

Hardness  after  boiling  (permanent) 

7.9 

7.4 

Total  Solid  Matter 

60.90 

49.00 

Microscopical  Examination  of 

Deposit 

Slight  and 

un-  Slight  and 

important. 

important 

Chlorine  as  “ Salt  ” 

34.84 

Metallic  Impregnation  (Copper, 

Lead,  Zinc) 

None. 

None. 

Remarks  : 

In  both  cases,  the  above  results  indicate  water  organically  pure 
and  free  from  sewage  percolation. 

The  Microscopical  Examination  is  also  satisfactory. 
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Dr^pription  or  number  of  sample 

Appearance 

Smell 

■Chlorine  in  Chlorides 
Phosphoric  Acid  in  Phosphates  . . . 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 
Ammonia  ... 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 

Total  Solid  Matter 
Metallic  Impregnation  (Copper, 
Lead,  Zinc)  ... 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours 
Hardness  before  boiling  (Total) 
Hardness  after  boiling 
(Permanent) 

Microscopical  Examination  of 
Deposit 


Gravesend  & Milton  Company’s 
supply. 

Clear. 

Normal. 

1.33 

None. 

0.45 

None. 

0.0028 

27.44 

None. 

Trace  only. 

0.012 

20.1 

3.0 

Slight  and  unimportant. 


Remarks  : 

The  above  results  indicate  water  organically  pure  and  free  from 
sewage  percolation. 

The  Microscopical  Examination  is  also  satisfactory. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  five  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  Borough  and 
the  visits  numbered  1323.  It  was  found  necessary  in  two  instances 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  occupiers  to  the  necessity  for  cleansing 
the  premises,  and  the  work  was  carried  out  in  both  cases. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924. 

The  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924 
have  been  enforced.  Notice  of  slaughter  is  required  in  all  cases 
and  the  inspection  of  meat  carried  out  at  the  time  of  slaughter. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  carcases  inspected  was  as 
follows  : — - 

Beasts.  Calves.  Pigs.  Sheep. 

419  187  1803  1857 

In  addition  to  visits  to  slaughter  houses,  277  visits  to  butchers 
shops  were  also  made  for  this  purpose. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

The  provisions  of  this  Act  relating  to  the  humane  slaughtering 
of  animals  have  been  complied  with.  The  number  of  slaughtermen 
holding  licences  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  27,  the  number  granted 
during  the  year  was  2. 
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CONDEMNED 

FOOD. 

6 Bovine  Carcases  and  Offal 

• • • 

(Tuberculosis) 

1 ,,  Carcase  and  Offal 

• • • 

(Septicaemia) 

1 ) y > > >>••• 

. . . 

(Johnes  Disease) 

4 Forequarters  of  Beef 

• . • 

(Tuberculosis) 

119  lbs.  Beef 

• • • 

y y 

1 Calf  Carcase  and  Offal  ... 

• • • 

y y 

1 j j j ) ) y ... 

• • • 

(Pyaemia) 

1 ) J > ) ))  ••• 

. . . 

(Bruised) 

1 Pig  Carcase  and  Offal 

• • • 

(Tuberculosis) 

1 Sheep  Carcase  and  Offal . . . 

• • • 

(Fevered) 

1 i)  > > > > 

• • • 

(Abscesses) 

1 Lamb  Carcase  and  Offal 

• • • 

(Dropsical) 

21  Bovine  Heads 

. . . 

(19  Tuberculosis) 
(2  Actinomycosis) 

22  ,,  Tongues 

. . . 

(19  Tuberculosis) 
(3  Actinomycosis) 

43  ,,  Lungs  ... 

. . . 

(Tuberculosis) 

17  „ Livers  ... 

. . . 

(12  Tuberculosis) 
(5  Abscesses) 

16  „ Mesenteries 

... 

(Tuberculosis) 

5 ,,  Kidneys 

• • • 

(1  Abscess) 

(1  Cystic) 

(3  Tuberculosis) 

5 ,,  Skirts 

• • • 

(Tuberculosis) 

41  Pigs  Heads 

• • • 

; y 

5 ,,  Plucks 

• • • 

y y 

19  ,,  Mesenteries... 

• • • 

y y 

1 ,,  Spleen 

• • • 

y y 

1 „ Lungs  

• . . 

y y 

5 „ Livers 

• • • 

(3  Cirrhotic) 

(2  Cystic) 

40  lbs.  Pork  ... 

• • • 

(Bruised) 

3 Sheeps  Livers 

• • • 

(Cystic) 

856  lbs.  Beef 

• . . 

(Unsound) 

11  lbs.  Bovine  Liver 

. , , 

y y 

210  lbs.  Lambs  Livers 

• • • 

y y 

1 Turkey 

• . • 

y y 

7 Chicken 

• • • 

y y 

3 Tins  Corned  Beef 

• » • 

y y 

84  lbs.  Margarine  ... 

• • • 

y y 

391  Tins  Shrimps  ... 

• • • 

y y 

12 J lbs.  Salmon 

• • • 

y y 

120  lbs.  Skate 

• • • 

y y 

43  Crabs 

• • • 

y y 

2 Tins  Prawns 

• » « 

y y 
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APPROXIMATE  WEIGHTS. 

Tons.  cwts.  qrs. 


Beef  and  Organs  ...  ...  4 9 2 

Veal  and  Organs  ...  ...  4 1 

Pork  and  Organs  ...  4 2 

Mutton  and  Organs  ...  4 2 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  3 4 


lbs. 

24 

4 
3 

15 

5 


Total  5 7 0 H 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926. 

The  Health  Department  is  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  the  above  Act  and  strict  observation  is  kept  on  shops  to  ensure 
food  being  marked  with  an  indication  of  origin  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

It  was  necessary  in  several  instances  to  warn  shopkeepers  for 
not  exhibiting  labels. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Bye-laws  are  in  force  in  the  Borough  for  regulating  the  trade  of 
Fish  Frying. 

There  are  21  premises  registered  as  offensive  trades,  consisting 
of  20  fish  frying  establishments  and  1 gut  scraping  factory. 

The  latter  was  established  in  January,  1935  and  consent  was 
given  by  the  Council  for  a period  of  three  years. 

84  visits  of  inspection  to  fish  frying  establishments  and  16 
visits  to  the  gut  scraping  factory  were  made. 

Reconstructions  were  carried  out  at  four  of  the  fish  frying 
premises. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

144  inspections  of  factories  and  workshops  were  made  during 
the  year.  In  12  instances  it  was  found  necessary  to  give  notice 
to  remedy  faults  or  defects. 

The  Bakehouses,  23  in  number,  were  also  inspected  and  in  4 
instances  faults  or  defects  were  found. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Description. 

Inspections. 

Defects. 

Remedied. 

Bakehouses 

...  62 

4 

4 

Factories 

...  43  J 

Workshops 

...  99  y 

12 

11 

Workplaces 

...  2 j 

206 

16 

15 
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SHOPS  ACTS,  1912 — 1934. 

Shops  have  been  kept  under  supervision  for  infringements  of 
the  above  Acts. 


During  the  year  1,563  visits  were  made  to  862  shops.  Infringe- 
ments were  found  in  345  instances  and  340  were  remedied. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  faults  or  defects  remedied  : — - 


Provision  of  Forms  and  Records 

„ ,,  Washing  accommodation 

„ n Heating  facilities 

„ ,,  Light  and  ventilation 

„ ,,  Water  closet  accommodation  ... 

,,  „ Seats  for  female  assistants 

Repairing  and  cleansing  water  closet  accom- 
modation 

Miscellaneous 


317 

6 

7 

3 
9 

4 


17 

4 


Shopkeepers  were  advised  as  to  the  appropriate  forms  to 
obtain  and  810  forms  were  provided  at  the  request  of  this  Depart- 
ment. 742  of  these  were  sold  to  shopkeepers  at  cost  price  by  the 
Health  Department. 

The  following  Certificates  were  issued  : — 

Exemption  from  provisions  of  sanitary  conveniences  and 

washing  facilities  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Exemption  from  provisions  of  sanitary  accommodation  ...  5 


RATS  ORDERS. 

21  rat  infested  premises  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 
Inspections  were  made  in  each  case  and  the  occupiers  advised  as  to 
the  best  procedure. 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  was  155.  The  premises  were 
cleared  in  20  cases  and  1 was  still  under  observation  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 


PROSECUTIONS. 

Food  and  Drugs  Adulteration  Act,  1928. 

For  refusing  to  sell  to  the  Sampling  Officer  a tradesman  was 
fined  £1. 

Selling  French  Coffee  containing  90  per  cent  chicory  and  10  per 
cent  coffee.  Case  dismissed. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

Exposing  46  unsound  pears  for  sale.  Fined  £1. 
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Table  I.  Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1936  and  previous  Years. 
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Table  II.  Causes  of,  and  ages  at  Death  during  the  year  1936. 


Table  III. 


Infant  Mortality. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  i Year  of  A^P'for  the 

year  1936. 
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—Certified 

6 

2 

I 

9 

4 

3 

2 

5 

23 

Ail  causes — 

— Uncertified 

Small  Pox 

Chicken  Pox 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  ... 
Whooping  Cough 

1 

I 

Diarrhoea 

I 

1 

I 

3 

Enteritis 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

I 

2 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Dis. 
Congenital  Malformations 

I 

1 

2 

Premature  Birth 

Atrophy,  Debility  and 

3 

3 

3 

[ Marasmus 

2 

2 

2 

Atelectasis 

2 

2 

1 

3 

Injury  at  Birth  ... 
Erysipelas 

Syphilis  ... 

Rickets 

Meningitis  ( not  Tuber- 

1 

1 

1 

culous) 

Convulsions 

Gastritis  ... 

I 

1 

1 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 
Suffocation,  overlying  ... 
Other  causes 

3 

3 

6 

2 

I 

9 

4 

3 

2 

5 

23 

Nett  Births 
in  the  Year 


legitimate  589 


, illegitimate  28 


Nett  Deaths  /legitimate  Infants  21 
in  the  year  J 
of 

\illegitimate  Infants  2 
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Table  IV.  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  1936.  Showing  age  periods  and  cases  removed  to  Hospital. 
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Table  V. 

Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of — England  and  Wales,  London,  12^  Great 
Mortality,  Maternal  Death-rates, — Towns  and  143  Smaller  Towns.®® 
and  Case-rates  for  certain  Infec — 
tious  Diseases  in  the  year  1936.  — 


(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 


GRAVESEND 

England 

and 

Wales. 

122 

County 
Boro’s  and 
Great  Towns 
including 
London. 

143 

Smaller 

Towns 

(Resident 

Populations 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 
1931  Census). 

London 

Adminis- 

trative. 

County. 

Rates  per  1,000  Population. 

Births  — 

— 

Live... 

15.6 

14.8 

14.9 

15.0 

13.6 

Still  

0.66 

0.61 

0.67 

0.64 

0-53 

Deaths  : — 

All  Causes  ... 

11. 1 

12. 1 

12.3 

H-5 

12.5 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

typhoid  fevers  ... 

.02 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

Smallpox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

0.05 

0.07 

0.09 

0.04 

0.14 

Scarlet  fever 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0.05 

0.05 

0.06 

0.04 

0.06 

Diphtheria... 

0.02 

0.07 

0.08 

0.05 

0.05 

Influenza  ... 

.02 

0.14 

0.14 

0.15 

0.14 

Violence 

•5° 

0.52 

o-45 

0-39 

0.52 

Notifications  : — 

Smallpox  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

0.81 

2-53 

2.18 

2.48 

2.57 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.05 

1-39 

I-3I 

1.26 

1.69 

Enteric  fever 

0.00 

0.06 

0.05 

0.06 

0.06 

Erysipelas  ... 

0.20 

0.40 

0.38 

0-35 

0.44 

Pneumonia... 

o-45 

1. 11 

1. 10 

0.96 

0.99 

Rates 

per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  1 year  of 

age 

23 

59 

63 

55 

66 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

and  Enteritis  under 

2 years  of  age 

8.1 

5-9 

8.2 

3-4 

14.4 

Maternal 

Mortality  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

1.62 

1.40  — 

Others 

1.62 

2.41 

Not  available 

Total 

3-24 

3.81  — 

Rates  per  1,000 

Total  Births  ( i.e .,  Live  and  Still) 

Maternal 

Mortality  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

i-55 

i-34  — 

Others 

i-55 

2.31  — 

Not  available. 

Total 

3-ii 

3-65  — 

Notifications  : — - 

Puerperal  fever 

1-55 

3-27 

346 

2.80 

303 

Puerperal  pyrexia... 

0.00 

9.64 

9-52 

7-57 

11. 15 
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